One of the hallmarks of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is the presence of a symmetric peripheral polyarthritis which tends to fluctuate uniformly with changes in overall disease activity. The Synovial membrane mononuclear cells were retrieved by enzymatic dissociation with collagenase and DNAase as previously described. " The cell yield varied between 2-04 and 15 8x 106 and viability, as assessed by trypan blue exclusion, was between 81 and 94%. Peripheral blood mononuclear cells were isolated from heparinised venous blood by Ficoll-Paque (Pharmacia, Uppsala, Sweden) density centrifugation. The phenotypic characteristics of dissociated synovial membrane cells and peripheral blood mononuclear cells were examined by fluorescence activated flow cytometry as previously described " using a panel of monoclonal antibodies: anti-Leu 1 (CD5) (T lymphocytes), anti-Leu 3a (CD4) (helper/inducer T lymphocytes), anti-Leu2a (CD8) (suppressor/ cytotoxic T lymphocytes), anti-Leu M3 (CD 14) (monocytes/macrophages), and anti-HLA-DR (Becton Dickinson, Mountain View, CA, USA). To 
